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Jewish ethics. Heavenly ideals. Earthly compassion.

The Sanctity of an Animal: Is Meat a Concession?

1. Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, 3:13: Now if the spheres exist for the sake of man, all the more so is this the case for all the species of animals and of plants . . . It should not be believed that all the beings exist for the sake of the existence of man. On the contrary, all the other beings too have been intend[image: ::Logo and Seals:SHVAI Logo Updated.jpg]ed for their own sakes and not for the sake of something else.

2. Rabbi Yosef Albo, Sefer ha-Ikkarim Book 3, Chapter 15: For in addition to the cruelty, rage, and the accustoming of oneself to the evil habit of shedding innocent blood, the eating of meat from certain animals also gives rise to thickness, gloom, and opacity of the soul . . . And even with regard to those animals the Torah permitted, the Torah only spoke to the evil inclination, as it permits the captive woman in this way, and so said our Rabbis: “For you have the urge to eat meat” (Deut. 12:20) . . . Here it is explicitly revealed that eating meat was only permitted out of necessity, and therefore it was forbidden at the beginning of world . . . Just as wine, even though it is good sustenance and permissible for humans, Scripture calls the Nazirite who abstains from it holy.

3. Ramban, Genesis 1:29: But the meat was not permitted to him until the children of Noah, as is the opinion of our Rabbis . . . And the reason for this is that creatures with a moving soul have a little elevation in their souls . . . they have choice in their welfare and food, and they flee from pain and death. And the text says: “Who knows if a human’s life breath does rise upward and if an animal’s breath does sink down into the earth” (Eccl. 3:21). And when the animals sinned (1) and all the flesh corrupted the way of the world (Genesis 6:12), it was decreed that they would die in the flood, and since Noah and his children saved from among them to perpetuate the species, Hashem gave permission to Noah to slaughter and eat, for they survived due to him.
(1) Rashi Genesis 6:12: Even cattle, beasts, and fowl consorted with dissimilar species. 

Questions

1. Do you think animals exist to serve man or do you agree with Maimonides that all being exist for their own sake?
2. Do you agree with R’Albo that eating meat was a necessity? If so do you think the reason still applies? Do you think R’Albo views meat as a concession?
3. Do you agree with the Ramban that animals have an elevated soul? Do you think the animal’s sinning was a good reason for them to be killed? Do you think that since Noah saved the animals we should be able to eat them? 
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